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Family Finder---Another tool in the arsenal!

•  What can Family Finder do for you?!

•  What can Family Finder likely NOT do for you?!

•  What about 3rd party results?!

•  How do I tell if someone is related on momʼs side 
versus dadʼs side?!

•  X Chromosome Browser and re-evaluation of 
Allele frequency!

•  % testing!
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What can Family Finder do for you? 

•  Matches you with cousins to the 3rd generation 
level. (w/confidence)!

•  Solves the notorious “daughtered out” situation.!

•  Answers questions about whether a child was 
from your ancestorʼs 1st or 2nd spouse.!

•  Finds families of adoptees (as the database 
grows!)!

•  Provides ethnic % breakdown.!

3!



© 2010 Family Tree, All Rights Reserved !

What can Family Finder do for you?!
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What can Family Finder do for you?!
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What can Family Finder likely NOT do for you?!

•  Confidently show cousins past the 4th generation 
level.!

•  Confidently track ancestor past about 125 years 
prior to the test takerʼs birth.!

•  Guarantee which side of the family your ʻmatchʼ is 
from.!

•  Predict your ʻethnicʼ admixture to a specific 
country.!
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What about 3rd party results?!

•  Family Finder was built with an upload app. for 3rd 
party results.!

•  Direct comparison between FTDNA and ʻotherʼ 
chips were sub-par.  (approx 147K!

•  Using Linkage Disequilibrim—better but below the 
expectations of FTDNA  IT Science team (app 
280K)!

•  Imputation!

•  bi-directional Linkage Disequilibrium ---??? !
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How do I tell if someone is related on 
momʼs side versus dadʼs side?!

•  Triangulate!!

•  You will need a ʻtarget personʼ and at least 3 of 
his/her relatives for comparison purposes.!

•  Both of the other relatives must come from the 
same side of the family. (Initially)!

•  Set cM filter to10! (Small blocks can be 
populational instead of IBD)!

•  One by one (from the Chromosome browser) see 
who matches and who doesnʼt.!
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How do I tell if someone…!

•  Example of Triangulation:!
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How do I tell if someone…..!
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How do I tell if someone…..!
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How do I tell if someone…..!
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How do I tell if someone…..!
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How am I related to Jan Allen?!
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Re-evaluation of Allele frequency!

•  Family Finder developed with the European CEU panel of 
SNPʼs.!

•  Allele frequency---!

•  Not all populations are the same (inbred versus ʻnot so 
muchʼ)!

•  % of Heterozygosity vs. Homozygosity within a population 
matters! (means the % of AA versus AT at a particular 
SNP in any given population!

•  Fine tuning of the value of SNP rich regions IS possible.  !

•  This filter will probably be on a population by population 
basis.!
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X Chromosome browsing and matching!

•  X-Chromosome 
browser is still in the 
works.!

•  Difficulty in finding a 
valid ʻtruth set”.!

•  Reduce connections 
from 8 G-
Grandparents to 3!

•  Unless Science limits 
prevent us –Q1 of 
2011!
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Chart provided by The Genetic Genealogist.!
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% Testing!

•  Is this really everyoneʼs favorite?!

•  PF is based upon the work of Dr. Doug 
MacDonald!

•  Currently makes comparisons to 62 populations.!

•  Others will be added as they become available.!

•  Mapping system approx.: EOY!

•  Examples to follow:!

•  Names have been purged to protect the Admixed 
!
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PopFinder Map 1!
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PopFinder Map 2!
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PopFinder Map 3!
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Family Finder–Another tool in the arsenal!

•  Two Tools for GAPs!

•  Family Finder!

•  Family finder Matrix!
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Family Finder–Matrix!
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Family Finder–Compare tool!


